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On Thursday, May 13, 2021, the CDC issued updated guidance that fully vaccinated people are 
no longer required to wear face masks or physically distance, indoors or outdoors, in most 
settings.  In response, the Arkansas Annual Conference offered this advice, “These new 
guidelines allow for churches to host indoor and outdoor gatherings and not require face masks 
or physical distancing for individuals who have been vaccinated. For those who have not yet 
been vaccinated, masks and physical distancing are still recommended for indoor and outdoor 
settings.”

The Trustees are ultimately tasked with providing protocol for a safe return to in person worship 
and program ministries.  In conversation with the Lay Leader’s Table, which proposed the 
original Re-opening Plans (August 2020), this document offers new guidance for the safe use of 
our church facilities for in person ministries.

We are a community of trust.  These protocols are based on the assumption that our adult 
members have been fully vaccinated.  Those who have not been vaccinated should continue to 
wear a mask and keep safe social distance guidelines for the well-being of others. Many church 
members who are fully vaccinated will continue to wear masks to set an example for children 
who are not yet eligible to receive a vaccine, and to normalize mask-wearing for non-vaccinated 
people and vaccinated people who are not yet comfortable gathering without a mask. 

In person worship will continue with two services, 8:45 LAUNCH and 11:00 Traditional.         
Pre-registration will no longer be required nor will temperatures be monitored.                        
The Wilson Activity Center will be arranged to allow 3 feet of distance between family groups.   
In the Sanctuary, seating will be arranged in every other row of pews.

• During worship, wearing masks will not be required for those fully vaccinated but is 
strongly encouraged. Please be considerate of our vulnerable members and 
unvaccinated children.

• Bulletins will be available for both services.  
• Please register your attendance using the QR code available in the bulletin and 

entrances to the worship centers.
• Offering will be collected at stations near the entrances to worship centers.

Coffee, juice and pre-packaged treats will be offered from 9:40-10:15 in the south narthex.  
Please sanitize your hands before serving yourself and family.  Drinking fountains will not be 
available until further notice. We encourage members to proceed to their classrooms after 
picking up their refreshments instead of socially gathering in the Narthex.

Communion will be offered the first Sunday of each month. Pre-packaged Communion elements  
will be served, and the pastor will have discretion about the method of distribution.    



All Sunday School classes may resume meeting inside the building.  Sunday School will run 
from 10-10:45AM.  Adult classes will meet in their classrooms.  Youth and children will gather as 
follows:

• Infants through 2 years ACCDC Nursery 

• 3 year olds through 2nd grade Rooms 223 & 224 

• 3rd grade 3rd Grade Bible Classroom 

• 4th-5th grades Starry Night Room 

• 6th-8th grades Robert Moore Room 

• 9th-12th grades The Warehouse

Safety Protocols for Sunday School Classes and Small Groups, committee meetings and other 
gatherings include the following: 

• Those individuals that are fully vaccinated are not required to wear masks. Please be 
considerate of our vulnerable members and unvaccinated children. 

• Those individuals not vaccinated should wear a mask.
• Unvaccinated children over age 4 should wear a mask.
• Any individuals that are involved in any indoor activities with children and unvaccinated 

youth should wear a mask.
• Observe safe social distancing (3 feet between persons) whenever possible. There are 

some larger spaces available for classes needing extra room.  Please contact Pastor 
Nick for information.

• Hand washing and use of hand sanitizing stations is encouraged.

Surface areas of all classrooms will be sanitized after use.  Rooms that have been cleaned and 
are ready for use will be labeled with green tape across the door frame.  Please contact the 
church office if your designated room is not ready for use.

When entering the church building Monday through Friday while ACCDC is in session (7:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.), masks will continue to be required for everyone unless you are inside the 
main office area. This is to be consistent with ACCDC’s protocols.

Outside groups may resume meeting in the church building, provided that they have notified 
building manager Cheryl Cate of the times, dates, and rooms where they wish to meet. All 
groups meeting inside the building are expected to comply with these updated guidelines.

These guidelines were approved by Asbury Trustees on June 5, 2021 and may be updated.




